The true yams belong to the genus Dioscorea, which includes some 250 species of climbing vines with underground tubers. The edible species of yams produce starchy tubers similar to the white (Irish) potato in food value and taste: many varieties are equal or superior to the best white potatoes. The name "yam," as used for these > plants, should not be confused with the name applied to certain moist varieties of sweet potato (Ipomoea batatas As a screen for a porch (PL IX, Fig. 1 The labor involved in properly preparing the land for planting yams and for the proper handling of the crop when grown makes the cost of production higher than that for other tuber crops, but on the other hand this vegetable commands a considerably higher price on the market. The great excellence of the best yams as food gives reason to believe that the crop will become the basis of an agricultural industry of importance in the South.
